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• uana a 1s ational Stu ent r ani~atio11 

· CANADIAN FEDERATION OF STIJ 
~ W!tat is tilJe CFS? together than for each one to undertake this work unless the gr 

The Canadian Federation of Students is a national 
alone. Imagine the cost for the Cariboo Student has widesprE 

alliance of 81 university and college student societies 
with a combined membership of more than one-half 
million students. 

Society to rent and equip an office in Ottawa by demonstratE 
itself and staff it with lobbyists, researchers, and participatior 
media/communications personnel, etc. general pub 

Vwh:y ltvas the CFS formed? 
The Canadian Federation of Students was formed 
in 1981 to provide students with an effective and 
united voice. 

Universities and colleges in Canada are funded 
primarily by the federal government and . 
administered by provincial governments; therefore, 
government policies and priorities have a 
tremendous impact on our lives as students. 

• Since tuition fees, financial aid programs, and 
funding are all set directly or indirectly by both 
levels of government, it is vital that our interests and 
concerns are represented to both the provincial and 
federal governments. 

Ca:n~t we d]o this v11cn·k on our ciwrm? 
No campus, no matter how big or active, has 
the resources or the political clout to effectively 
influence the post-secondary education policies of 
the provincial and federal governments alone. 

Even if extremely organized, it is likely that an 
individual student society could only have an impact 
on a few electoral ridings at best. Governments 
usually ignore groups that pose no political threat 
to them. 

It is also much more cost effective for a large number 
of student societies to pool their resources and work 

How are goa~s achieved? 
For a student organization to be effective at 
influencing government policy, it must produce 
quality research, develop relationships with 
government, and demonstrate that there is public 
support tor its issues. 

Lobbying: Government policies and priorities 
determine the quality and accessibility of public post
secondary education. The Canadian Federation of 
Students employs a full-time Government Relations 
Officer and elects a full-time National Chairperson 
and Deputy Chairperson, all of whom meet regularly 
with Members of Parliament, senior civil servants, 
and representatives from all political parties in 
Ottawa. Additional monies are allocated to fund 
provincial lobbying. 

Research: Thorough and accurate research is 
required to support any proposal put to government. 
The Federation employs full-time researchers who 
study and prepare analyses of government policies 
and trends within post-secondary education and 
develop alternatives to government policy. In 
addition, this research is used to develop educational 
materials for students and the general public. 

Mobilization: The Federation's campaign strategy 
recognizes that regular meetings with government 
and comprehensive research will have little impact 

TRAVEL CUTS 
VOYAGES CAMPUS STUDENTS~ ER 

Travel CUTS (Canadian Universities 
Travel Service) is the largest Canadian
owned travel agency in Canada. 
Owned and operated by the Canadian 
Federation of Students, Travel CUTS has 
outlets across Canada, an online booking 
engine, and a toll-free flight booking line. 

Travel CUTS specializes in student travel 
and offers low prices for student airline 
tickets. 

Canada's original 
student discount 
program, 
"Studentsaver" 
provides discounts 
to Canadian 
Federation of Students members 
across Canada. There are over 2500 
student discounts across Canada, and 
more than 800 in British Columbia. 
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STUDENTS 
unless the government believes that a message 
has widespread public support. The Federation 
demonstrates this support through the active 
participation of its member students and the 
general public in high-profile activities ranging 
from letter-writing campaigns and petition drives 
to the occasional rally. These campaigns raise public 
awareness of the issues, which correspondingly 
affects the decisions and policies of government. 

Who makes the r!ec~sions? 
Each student society has an equal say in setting the 
policies, direction, and priorities of the Federahon, 
including how funds are spent. All major decisions 
are made at twice-yearly national and provincial 
congresses at which the Cariboo Student Society 

~would be present, representing the views and ' 
perspectives of Thompson Rivers University students. 

hat: are the fees? 
Having more than 500,000 members across 
Canada ensures that the Federation can fulfill its 
mandate while keeping its fees low. Fees are set 
democratically by a vote of the student societies that 
comprise the Federation . 

National Fee: For full-time students, the fee is $3.75 
per semester, an increase of only $1.75 per semester 
from the original fee of $2 .00 in 1981 . The fee is 
reduced for part-time students at the same rate 
as the campus student society fee. 

Prnv incia! Fee: The CFS-British Columbia fee, set by 
the member students' unions in the province, is $3 .75 
per semester, and is reduced for part-time students at 
the same rate as the campus student society fee. 

Letter to the Members 
Dear Thompson Rrver·s Unr,1er·srty students. 

On February 7, 8 and 9. you will have the opportu nity to vote on full . 

me mbersh rp rn the Canadian Federation of Students. I encourage you 
to vote · YES" 

FQ clos~ lo ~;ears. unrversrty ilf\d collegr; stud~nts have been 

organrzcd nJtionally Ihrough the Canadian Federatron of 5 'dents. 

As an J llr ance or more i l1an 500,000 studet1ts. the Federation war' s 

for 111C"e:sed fund•ng for unrvers• l1es, affordable uition fees. improved 
studen t 11n<lnc1aJ ard, and a stronger role for stuo·e t h n s on . err campuses. 

It rs thanks to intensrve campaigning by the Canadran Federation of Students that tuition fee 

F
capdped at 2h% for 2005-2006 and provincial fund ing was increased to colleges and universit ier;~ne;' 
e eratro n as mounted a campa t . . . 

rh 
. . rgn ° prevent t u. rtron fees from increasino in the coming ac d . 

e Federatron rs also wo k. t d d b a em1t 
h D . . r · rng 0 re uce omestrc and international students' tuitron fees and to er 

t at ee;; in professronal programs fa ll under the tuition fee freeze 

Nationally, through tire less work lobbying the minority government. the most recent federal bud et 

~~ocat~d $I 5 brllron to reducrng tuition fees As well, through CFS lobbying. international studen~ h 

cent y won the rrght to work off-campus.These are the results when students wor-k together . 

The Cll1ildian Fed"'1<1t1on of St d nts 1 · d 
r h C 

. u e a so provi es cost-saving services for its members As fu ll me 
a t e anadran Federa 101 0 Stude 11 Th R. . · n 

· r 5• ompson rvers Un1ver-sity students recerve the St d 
drscount card. an lntem atronal Student Iden r~y Card fre f h ( u entsa· 
JPduced h ' e o c arge cost to non-members rs $ 16) ar 
- rates w en partJcrpating rn Fedcr.rt1on programs such as the Student Work Abr·oad p. 

JOrnrng the Federation'; Student h est , r ogran 
bl i • p on o-e.cor11 program, Thompson Rrvers University students havE 

a e 0 sa,;: on cell phone purchase;, accessones, and plans · 

This summ~. the Cariboo Student Society joined the Federation as a trral member- Since then h 

::en rpartrc1pating with full voting privrleges in the o r·ganisation, both prnvrncially and national! .· ~:r a 
pe re nee over the past year has been very posi trve and it is rn part the reason I am y . 

vote "YES". ' ' encour·agrng ye 

It's time to Join together wrt h other students in Brit ish Columbia and acrnss Canada t h . . 
hear·d, provrncrally and nationally On February 7 9 1 

· 
0 ave ou1 vorc1 

· - , encour·age you to vote "Y ES ·to b h. 
Canadian Feder·ation of Students. mem ers rp in 1 

Yours tru ly, 

Terry Monte leone 

Presrdent. Cariboo Student Society 

National Student 
Health Network 
Many student societies, 

including the Cariboo 

Student Society, provide extended health 

and dental plans for their members. 

Through its National Student Health 

Network, the Canadian Federation of 

Students assists member students' union$ 

to negotiate the best prices and services 

for their health and dental plans. 

www.cfs-fc1 

SWAP assists 
students in finding 
jobs, housing, and 
information in eleyen couotr 
around the worlcj. By develo1 
arrangements with other nat 
student organizations, the F1 

. is able to ensure safe travel a 
for Canadian students wishir 
overseas. Members of the Fe 
receive a 15% discount on S 
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Letter to the Members 
Dear Thompson Rivers University stJdents, 

On February 7, 8 and 9, you will have the opportunity to vote on full 
membersh ip in the Canadian Fede:·a:ion of Students. I encourage yo u 
to vote "YES", 

For close to 25 years, un1ve1·S1ty ano college students h;we been 
organized nationally through the unac1an Federation of Students. 
As an alliance of more than 500,000 students, th Federation works 

for increased rundtng for universities, affordable tuition iees, improved 
5lUdent financial a•d, and a ranger rote for students on their campuses. 

It is thanks to intensive campaigning by the Canadian Fede 1·ation of Students that tuition fee increases were 
capped at 2% for 2005-2006 and provincial funding was 1nc1·eased to colleges and universiti es, and the 
Federation has mounted a campaign to prevent tuition fees from increasing in the coming academic yea r 
The Fede1·ation ts also working to reduce domestic and international students' tuition fees and to ensure 
that fees in profess ional programs fall under the tuit ion fee freeze, 

Nationally. through tireless work lobbying the minority government, the most recent federal budget has 
allocated $ 1.5 bill ion to reducing tuition fees. As well, through CFS lobbying, international students have 
recent ly won the right to work off-campus These are the results when students work together. 

The Canadran Feder.llJon of Students also rov1des·cost-saving services for its members.As full members 
of the Canadian Federation of Students.Thompson Rivers University students receive the Studentsaver 
discount card, an International Student Identity Card ree of charge (cost to non-members is $ 16) and 

reduced rates when part1clpat1ng 1n Federation programs such as the Student Work Abroad P1·ogram, By 
iorning the Federatron's Srnd~ntphonestore .com program, Thompson Rivers University students have been 
able to save on cell phone pur ,hases. accessories, and plans. 

This summer. the Canboo Student Society Joined the Federation as a trial membe1~ Since then, we have 
been participating with full voting privileges in the organisation, both prov1nc1al ly and nationall y. Our 

experience over the past year has been very posrtrve and it is, in part, the reason I am encouraging you to' 
vote "YES". 

It's time to Join together with other students in British Columbia and across Canada, to have our voice 
heard, provincially and nationally. On February 7- 9, I encourage you to vote "YES" to membersh ip in the 
Canadian Federation of Students. 

Yours truly, 

Terry Monteleone 

President, Carrboo Student Society 

National Student 
Health Network 
Many student societies, 

including the Cariboo 

Student Society, provide extended health 

and dental plans for their members. 

Through its National Student Health 

Network, the Canadian Federation of 

Students assists member students' unions 

to negotiate the best prices and services 

for their health and dental plans. 

www.cfs-fcee.ca 



The UallRe of a Nationa9 
Student Organization 
B The Canadian Federation of Students has successfully lobbied 

to keep tuition fees capped at the rate of inflation, saving each 
Thompson Rivers University student hundreds of dollars each year. 

11111 In 2005, the Canadian Federation of St udents campaigned 
successfully for $51.8 million in increased funding from the BC 
government to increase access to universities and colleges. 

II In addition to Brit ish Columb ia, the Canadian Federation of 
Students' efforts have led to limits on tuiti on fee increases, tuition 
fee freezes and, in some cases, reductions to tuit ion fees. Students 
in A lberta, Saskatchewan, M an it oba, Ontar io, Quebec, Nova Scotia 
and Newfoundland & Labrador are now all protected by t uition fee 
regulation. 

II The Canadian Federation o f Students has lobbied for the federal 
government to commit to access ible post-secondary ed ucation . In 
t he 2005 federal budget amendments, $1 .5 bi ll ion w as allocated to 
reduce tuition fees for universi ty and col lege students. 

~ The Canadian Federation of Students has consistently campaigned 
for provincia l and nat ional grants for students. In 2005, the provincial 
government restored grants for low-income students, saving students 
as much as $2,644 per st udent, accompanied by national low-income 
grants, for 2005-2006. 

• In 2005, the Can~ian Federation of Students successfully lobbied 
the federal government to allow international students to work off
campus. 

Ill The Canadian Federation of Students successfully campaigned ~o 
stop the GST from being applied to t uition fees and campus residence 
fees. The Federation continues to work for t he removal of GST from 
textbooks . 

II The Canadian Federation of Students successfully lobbied for the 
removal of the 3% tax on Canada Student Loans. 

II For the past decade, the Canadian Federation of Students 
has successfully campaigned against federal plans for an income 
contingent student loan repayment scheme that would lead to a 
doubling of tuition fees in Canada. 

Ill The Canadian Federation of Students exposed deficiencies 
with the Millennium Scholarship program that allowed provincial 
governments to divert the scholarship funds to pay for pre-existing 
provincial programs. This led to the federal government increasing 
the tax exempt amount for all scholarships from $500 to $3000. 

1111 In British ColumBia, the Canadian Federation of Students worked 
to ensure that Millennium Scholarships would be used to reduce 
student debt, and that funding for provincial grants and debt 
reduction would increase. 

II During the 2005 B.C. election, the Canadian Federation of 
Students registered tens of thousands of students and young people 
to vote throughout the. Rock the Vote BC Cam paign . Youth vot er 
participation increased by 30% in the 2005 elect ion . As a resu lt, the 
BC Liberal government and the NDP opposition are pay ing more 
attention to student issues. 
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