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BETWEEN: 

This is the 1st affidavit of 
L. Watson in this case and was 

made on December 9, 2010 
No: 10-4638 

Victoria Registry 

In the Supreme Court of British Columbia 

UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA STUDENT SOCIETY 

and 

JOSE BARRIOS 

Petitioners 

and 

CANADIAN FEDERATION OF STUDENTS 

Respondent 

AFFIDAVIT OF LUCY WATSON 

I, Lucy Watson, of the City of Ottawa in the Province of Ontario, MAKE OATH AND 

SAY AS FOLLOWS: 

1. I am the Director of Organising with the Canadian Federation of Students (hereinafter the 

"Federation") and am responsible for overseeing membership-related matters for the 

Federation and·--assuch have personaCk!iowledge of the matters and -facts--hereinafter··-----·--·-······ "' 

deposed to. Where my knowledge is based on information and belief, I have identified 

the source of my knowledge and verily believe the same to be true. 

- 1-



2. I have been Director of Organising with the Federation for six (6) years. In addition, 

prior to being Director of Organising, I was with the Federation in various other 

capacities for eight years. Prior to that I was the Ontario Representative on the National 

Executive of the Federation (hereinafter referred to as the "National Executive"). A~ 

Director of Organising, I am involved in initiatives across Canada by individual students 

to either join Federation or to hold a referendum on continuing membership in the 

Federation. As sue~ I have significant knowledge and experience with the custom and 

practice of the Federation in dealing with such initiatives. 

Background of Federation 

3. The Federation is a Canadian non-profit corporation incorporated under what was part 2 

of the Canada C01porations Act (Canada). The Federation has a membership of 

approximately 600,000 individual students. The Federation considers itself to be the· 

national union for students at post-secondary education institutions in Canada. 

4. The Federation engages local campus student associations, referred to as member local 

associations, such as the University of Victoria Students' Society (UVSS) as agents, 

charged with representing the Federation in dealings or relations with its individual 

members on a particular campus. The UVSS is also responsible for remitting fees · 

collected from individual members to the Federation. At general meetings of the 

Federation, member local associations also serve to exercise the collective vote of the · 

Federation's individual members. 
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5. The UVSS became a member local association of the Federation in 1985. The 

undergraduate students at the University of Victoria and the UVSS have· been 

respectively, individual members and a member local association, of the Federation 

continuously ever since. As a member local association of the Federation, the UVSS is 

bmmd by the By-laws of the Federation. Attached to my Affidavit and marked as Exhibit 

"A" is a true copy of the Federation's Constitution and By-law 1 of the Federation that 

governs membership, current as of November, 2009. 

6. The individual members of the Federation at the University of Victoria are required to 

remit membership fees to the Federation in accordance with the By .. laws. 

Petitions regarding continued membership 

7. By letter dated October 29, 2009, the National Executive received a petition from Jose 

Barrios, an individual member of the Federation. The petition had been signed by 

individual members of the Federation at the University of Victoria and requested that a 

referendum be held on the continued membership in the Federation (hereinafter the 

"Referendum Petition"). Attached as Exhibit "B" to this affidavit is a 'copy of the letter 

received from Mr. Barrios enclosing the Referendum Petition dated October 29, 2009. 

8. Mr. Barrios also included a letter from the Registrar at the University of Victoria which 

confirmed that 1892 of the 1972 signatures on the Referendum Petition were valid and 

that this represented 11.4% of the undergraduate population at the University of Victoria 
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9. Based on the fact that 1892 undergraduates constituted 11.4% of the undergraduate 

population at the University of Victoria, that means that there was a total undergraduate · 

population of 16,596 in the fall of 2009. 

10. On or about November 13, 2009, the National Executive received a letter from Raizy 

Marmorstein, a student at the University of Victoria, enclosing a petition signed by 2913 

members of the UVSS "calling for national student unity through continued membership 

in the CFS" [hereinafter referred to as the "Second Petition"]. Attached as Exhibit "C''. 

is a copy of Ms. Marmorstein's letter dated November 13, 2009 and a copy of the Second 

Petition. 

11. In her letter, Ms. Marmorstein advised the National Executive that she had become aware 

that those responsible for the Referendum Petition had misinformed those who had 

signed that petition, For that reason, she and other members of the UVSS had circulated 

the Second Petition "to properly inform members about the CFS and to provide any 

members who signed the petition to initiate a referendum as a result of misinformation 

with an opportunity to have their names removed." 

12. The Second Petition that was attached to Ms. Mannorstein's letter contained the 

following preamble: 

I believe that the University of Victoria Students' Society should continue to 
work with students across BC and Canada through the Canadian Federation of 
Students to: 

• Lobby for reduced tuition fees and student debt 
• Demand environmentally sustainable campuses 
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• Fight student aid cuts 
• Improve transit service 
• Get students services like a FREE International Student Identity Card 
• Continue to work on campaigns such as "Where's the Justice for 

Aboriginal Peoples" and the "No Means No" anti-date rape campaign. 

I believe that none of these objectives can be accomplished when students are 
divided. 

Therefore, I call on the board of the UVic Students ' Society to defend student 
unity and to continue to fight for student rights through membership in the 
Canadian Federation of Students. 

I do not want my name to be counted towards any petition to put to question 
membership in the Canadian Federation of Students [and the Canadian 
Federation of Students-British Columbia}. 

13. I did not have any role and I am not aware of any National Executive member of the 

Federation, nor any staff member of the Federation, having any role with respect to the 

creation, coordination or circulation of the Second Petition. 

Confirming Validity of the Petitions 

14. By-law I of the Federation makes the National Executive responsible for reviewing any 

15. 

petition requesting a referendum on continued membership in the Federation. The criteria 

for determining whether a petition is in order includes the National Executive verifying ·. 

the names entered on the petition. The National Executive has ninety (90) days after 

receipt of a petition to review the petition. 
·-----~---··--·--.. -··-·---~--

In order to be valid, a name on a petition submitted to the National Executive must be 

accompanied by a valid and corresponding student number and a unique signature. The ; 

name and student number must be reasonably legible. Finally, the individual must be a 
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current student at the institution and a member of the relevant member local association. 

These criteria have been employed by the National Executive in determining whether a 

petition is in order since the By-laws were amended to include the requirement for a 

referendum on continued membership. 

16. Although there was no provision for a "counter-petition" in the Federation By-Laws, it 

has always been the practice of the Federation to take into account the stated intention of 

individual members to have their names removed from a petition seeking a referendum 

on continued membership if the document expressing their intention to have their name 

removed is in compliance with the criteria noted above in paragraph fifteen (15). 

17. The reason that this was and is the practice of the Federation is because such a practice 

has been in place for more than 20 years for trade union certification and decertification. 

Since the Federation considers itself the national union for students in Canada, the 

National Executive of the Federation had always accepted the applicability of this 

practice to the Federation. 

18. The Federation By-Laws were subsequently amended on May 25, 2010 to formalize the 

existing practice of accepting the withdrawal of individual member support when 
·······----------···------··-·-···-------·--···-····-----· 

determining whether a petition seeking a referendum on continuing membership is in 

order. 
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19. After receipt of the Referendum Petition and the Second Petition, the National Executive 

assigned three members of the National Executive to review the two petitions to 

determine whether the Referendum Petition was in order. 

20. Unless a petition received by the National Executive requesting a referendum on the 

question of continued membership in the Federation is accompanied by a letter from an 

institution's registrar's office which includes a report of the names on the petition that are 

valid, the National Executive will contact the member local association to request its 

assistance in verifying the names on the petition. This usually takes the form of the 

member local contacting the institution and requesting that each entry on the petition be 

verified. On occasion, a member local association will have a current copy of a list of 

students registered at the institution, and therefore members of the association, and will 

be able undertake this work directly. 

21. As noted above, the letter received from Mr. Barrios also included a letter from the 

Registrar at the University of Victoria confirming the validity of 1892 of the 1972 

signatures. The letter enclosing the Second Petition from Ms. Mannorstein did not have 

a letter from the Registrar. 

-----·--·--~---···· . 

22. As a result, on January 14, 2010, Dave Molenhuis, then-National Treasurer of the 

Federation wrote to Veronica Harrison, then Chairperson of the UVSS, indicating that the 

Federation was in receipt of the Referendum Petition requesting a referendum on 

continued membership be scheduled. In this same letter, Mr Molenhuis indicated that the 
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Federation was in receipt of the Second Petition from individual Federation members 

asking that their names be removed from the Referendum Petition. Mr. Molenhuis 

requested that the UVSS provide assistance verifying the membership status of the 

individuals who signed these petitions. Attached as Exhibit "D" is a copy of the January 

14, 2010 letter from Mr. Molenhuis. 

23. By email dated February 4, 2010, Ms. Harrison responded to the letter from Mr. 

Molenhuis and advised that Ms. Marmorstein was going to submit the Second Petition to· 

the Registrar for verification. Attached as Exhibit "E" is a copy of the email dated 

February 4, 2010. 

24. By letter dated February 11, 2010, the Registrar at the University of Victoria confirmed 

that 2180 of the 2846 signatures on the Second Petition submitted by Ms. Marmorstein 

were valid. Attached as Exhibit "F" is a copy of the letter from the Registrar dated 

February 11; 2010. 

25. At no time did Ms. Harrison or the UVSS indicate opposition to the relevance or 

applicability of the Second Petition to the consideration being given by the National 

·Executive to the Referendum Petition. 

26. Upon receipt of the letter dated February 11, 2010 from the Registrar, the petitions were 

reviewed by the National Executive of the Federation to determine how many student 

members whose signatures had been validated had signed both petitions. After a review 
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of both petitions, it was determined that 340 students whose signatures had been 

validated had signed both petitions. 

27. By subtracting the validated signatures of those students who signed both petitions from 

the Referendum Petition, it was determined that the Referendum Petition only contained 

the signatures of 1552 valid members or 9.35% of the total undergraduate student body at 

the University of Victoria. 

28. As a result, the National Executive of the Federation concluded that the Referendum 

Petition was not in order. The Federation advised Mr. Barrios of this in its letter dated 

March 24, 2010. A copy of that letter is attached as Exhibit "G" to this affidavit. 

29. The position of the Federation was confirmed in the letter from our solicitor, Todd Burke, 

on August 13, 2010. A copy of Mr. Burke's letter is attached as Exhibit "H". 

Review of the Affidavit of James Coccola 

30. In making this Affidavit, I reviewed the affidavit of Jrunes Coccola sworn on November 

12, 2010 in support of the UVSS application. In paragraph 15 of his affidavit, Mr. 

Coccola states that "(a]s far as I am aware the changes to the CFS Bylaws have not yet 
........ --------·--- ---~ 

been consolidated. into a updated version of the Bylaws." In fact, the By-laws of the 

Federation are consolidated immediately after the general meeting at which they are 

adopted. The By-laws are then submitted to Industry Canada for approval. Although 

copies of the new, consolidated By-laws are distributed to member local associations at 
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the subsequent general meeting, interested member local associations can request a copy 

of the consolidated By-laws prior to the general meeting. 

31. I make this Affidavit is support of the response to the petition made by the UVSS and for . 

no other or improper purpose. 

SWORN BEFORE me at 
the City of Ottawa in the 
Province of Ontario this 
9111 day of December, 2010 

A Commissione , etc ... 
Andrew McKenna 

) 
) 
) 
) 
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BYLAW I - MEMBERSHIP 
1. Types of Memberships 

1·!. (I 

"'' ; ·,, -"i.." -. '-~ t t"'""' d'l.S !;'> §:-.11llllL au_LL-a-~.s-~ 0 11 ... 

Afflciavitof ltJL:f ti..1tt?T>tJ.AJ 
Sworn before me this 1. ft, · 
day of !Jct61113f512 1Q/~ A.O. 

/) ~~ r a .~:t.a. 
{,){;I; ,l<>limmissloner, etc., 

General Description: There are two types of members of the Federation, individual members and voting 
members. Students, or individual members, are represented through the local student association to whicli 
they belong. Local student associations representing individual members are called voting members. 

a. Local student associations are eligible to receive the status of voting members in the Federation as 
provided for in Bylaw I, Section 2, and 3; 

b. Individual members of the Federation will be all students in local student associations that are voting 
members. 

2. Types of Voting Membership Status 

a. Full Membership 
General Description: Full membership is the standard form of membership in the Federation. 
i. A local association ls eligible to apply for full membership in the Federation if its members have 

approved by referendum membership in the Canadian Federation of Students, the Canadian 
Federation of Students-Services, and the applicable provincial component as described in Bylaw VII
Provincial Components; 

ii. A written application for full membership submitted by an eligible local student association will be 
considered as a binding contract to accept the rights and responsibilities of full membership in the 
Canadian Federation of Students, the Canadian Federation of Students-Services, and the applicable 
provincial component. 

iii. Within 90 days of the receipt by the National Executive of a written application for membership, the 
National Executive will examine the application to determine whether it is in order, and will make a 
recommendation to the voting members of the Federation concerning the application. 

iv. At the next general meeting of the Federation, the full membership application shall be put to a vote 
and shall require a majority of at least two-thirds of the votes cast to be accepted. 

v. A local association's application for membership, once accepted by the Federation, shall constitute 
a binding contract to collect and remit to the Federation full membership fees for the duration of 
membership. 

vi. Not withstanding Section 2.a.vii. of this Bylaw, the fees for full member local associations shall be: 
- $3.00 per semester, or $6.00 per academic year, per local association individual member of the 

Canadian Federation of Students/Canadian Federation of Students-Services, pro-rated as per the 
policy of the member local association; and 

- the applicable provincial component fee. 
vii. Beginning in 1996, the Federation membership fee shall increase on August 1 each year by the rate of 

increase in the national Consumer Price Index during the previous calendar year. 

b. Prospective Membership 
General Description: Prospective membership is a trial membership of limited duration. 
i. A local student association is eligible to apply for prospective membership if it has passed a motion of 

its members, executive, council or equivalent representative body to apply for prospective membership 
in the Federation and its applicable provincial component as described in Bylaw VII-Provincial 
eompements-~; ---· 

ii. A written application for prospective membership submitted by an eligible local student association 
will be considered as a binding contract to accept the rights and responsibilities of prospective 
membership in the Canadian Federation of Students, the Canadian Federation of Students-Services; 
and the applicable provincial component. 

iii. Within 90 days of the receipt by the National Executive of a written application for prospective 
membership, the National Executive will examine the application to determine whether it is in order, 
and will make a recommendation to the voting members of the Federation concerning the application. 

iv. At the next general meeting of the Federation, the prospective membership application shall be put to 
a vote and shall require a majority of at least two-thirds of the votes cast to be accepted. 

v. A local student association's application for prospective membership, once accepted by the 
Federation, shall constitute a binding contract to pay prospective membership fees, as described in 
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Bylaw I 

Seciion 2 b-vi, and conduct a full membership referendum, as described in Section 2 b-viii; 
vi. The fee for prospective membership in the Federation shall be five per cent (5%) of the regular 

Federation membership fee, notwithstanding that the fee may be reduced or waived by a majority vote 
of a national general meeting or the National Executive; 

vii. A prospective member association shall have full voting rights in Federation national general meetings, 
but shall not be permitted to designate a proxy to vote on its behalf, and shall have the same access to 
Federation resources and materials, except the International Student Identity Card, that a full member 
has; 

viii. A prospective member association must hold a referendum on full membership in the Federation, 
in accordance with Section 5 of this Bylaw, within twelve (12) months following its acceptance as a 
prospective member unless an extension is granted by the National Executive of the Federation; 

ix. In the event that the majority of those voting in the referendum support full membership in the 
Federation, full membership will be granted at the subsequent national general meeting, at which point 
prospective membership shall cease; 

x. In the event that the majority of those voting in the referendum oppose full membership in the 
Federation, prospective membership will immediately cease: 

xi. In the event that the referendum fails to achieve quorum, prospective membership will be automatically 
extended and another referendum on full membership will be held within the subsequent six (6) 
months in accordance with Section 5 of this Bylaw; and 

xii. In the event that a prospective member fails to conduct a referendum on full membership as required 
by this Bylaw, the Federation shall have the option to either cancel or extend, by majority vote of 
a national general meeting, the prospective membership until a referendum on full membership is 
conducted. 

3. Membership Rights and Responsibilities 

a. Rights of Individual Members 
i. The individual members of the Federation collectively belonging to a member local association will 

have sole authority to make decisions through referendum on all questions of membership in the 
Federation, subject to the other provisions of this Bylaw. 

ii. The individual members of the Federation collectively belonging to a member local association wlll 
have sole authority to initiate, by petition signed by not less than ten percent (10%) of the lndivldual 
members and delivered to the National Executive, a referendum to federate as described in Article 5 of 
this Bylaw. 

iii. The individual members of the Federation collectively belonging to a member local association will 
have sole authority to initiate a referendum on continued membership, as described in Section 6 of this 
Bylaw, by submitting to the National Executive of the Federation a petition, signed by not less than ten 
percent (10%) of the individual members of t11e association, calling for the referendum. 

iv. Individual members of the Federation have the right to have their interests represented collectively in 
the Federation through their local student association, but will not have voting rights at the Federation 
general meetings. 

v. The Federation will attempt to ensure that a Federation membership card is issued to each individual 
member of the Federation who is a member of a full voting member of the Federation. 

__ _,,,b. Ri.ghts.-oL\lating...Mem.b.er:s, _________ . 

i. Each voting member of the Federation will have one vote at and participate in general meetings of 
the Federation provided all outstanding delegate fees for past meetings have been paid in full. This is 
subject to review by the National Executive on a case by case basis upon request. 

ii. Voting members of the Federation have the right to be represented collectively to the federal 
government and to other national organisations. 

iii. Each voting member of the Federation is entitled to the protection and support of the Federation in 
accordance with the objectives of the Federation. 

iv. Each voting member of the Federation is entitled to have access to Federation research, information, 
materials, staff, and other resources. 

v. Each voting member of the Federation is entitled to have access to all information and official 
documents concerning the operations and activities of the Federation and of the National Executive. 
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Bylaw I 

vi. Delegates sent by voting members to general meetings of the Federation will have the right to stand 
for election to any vacant position on a committee of the Federation subject to such other conditions as 
may be specified at the time of formation of the committee. 

c. Responsibilities of Voting Members 
Although Federation staff and executive members will handle many day-to-day operations, the structures 
of the Federation can only function if there is full cooperation among Federation voting members. The 
achievement of the work and goals of the Federation depends on the active participation of students and 
student associations. 

i. Each voting member of the Federation is responsible for supporting the objectives of the Federation 
and will abide by all provisions of these By-laws. 

ii. Each voting member will ensure that Federation fees are collected each year at its institution and 
forwarded to the Federation, according to the contract of membership and the fee agreement if 
applicable, signed when the member joined. 

iii. The voting member will not represent the membership fees collected on behalf of the Federation as an 
expense and/or revenue of the member in its budgets, its financial statements, its audits or any other 
documents of the voting member. 

iv. Each voting member will be responsible for representing the interests and concerns of its member 
students at general meetings of the Federation. 

v. Each voting member is responsible for contributing to the formulation of Federation policy and where 
possible and by resolution of the local council for supporting and implementing that policy. 

vi. Each voting member will be responsible for communicating information from the Federation and the 
provincial Federation components to its students. 

vii. Each member local association will communicate and work cooperatively with Federation staff and 
members of the National Executive. 

4. Vote to Federate 

In accordance with Section 2 of this Bylaw, the following shall be the rules and procedures for a referendum, in 
which the individual members of a prospective member local association may vote on full membership in the 
Federation: 

a. Scheduling of the Referendum 
The referendum will be scheduled by the prospective member association in consultation with the 
Federation. 

b. Referendum Oversight Committee 
The referendum shall be overseen by a committee composed of two (2) members appointed by the 
prospective local association and two (2) members appointed by the Federation, that shall be responsible 
for: 
i. establishlng the notice requirement for the referendum in accordance with Section 4-c of this Bylaw 

and ensuring that notice is posted. 
ii. establishing the campaign period in accordance with Section 4-d of this Bylaw. 
iii. approving all campaign materials in accordance with Section 4-e of this Bylaw and removing campaign 

materials that have not been approved. 
iv. deciding the number and location of polling stations. 
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v. setting the hours of voting in accordance with Section 4-f of this Bylaw. 
vi. overseeing all aspects of the voting. 
vii. counting the ballots following the vote. 
viii. establishing all other rules and regulations for the vote. 

c. Notice of Referendum 
Notice of the referendum, that includes the referendum question and voting dates, shall be provided to the 
individual members of the prospective member association no less than two (2) weeks prior to voti~g in the 
referendum. 

d. Campaigning 
i. There shall be no less than ten (10) days on which campaigning is permitted, during which classes are 

in session, immediately preceding and during voting; and 
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ii. Only individual members and representatives of the prospective member association, representatives 
of the Federation and representatives of the Federation member local associations shall be permitted 
to participate in the campaign. 

e. Campaign Materials 
i. Campaign materials shall include all materials developed specifically for the referendum campaign. 
ii. Materials produced by Federation that promote campaigns and services of the Federation shall not be 

considered as campaign materials unless they include specific content about the referendum. 
iii. The Federation website shall not be considered a campaign material unless it includes specific content 

about the referendum. 
iv. The Federation's annual report, financial statements, research and submissions to government shall 

not be considered a campaign material. 
iv. Campaign materials shall not be misleading, potentially libelous or false. 

f. Voting and Tabulation 
i. Voting shall be conducted at voting stations or, subject to the agreement between the prospective 

member association and the Federation, at a general meeting of the prospective member association 
or by a mail-out ballot. 

ii. There shall be no less than sixteen (16) hours of polling over no less than two (2) days, except in the 
case of voting being conducted at a general meeting. 

iii. Unless mutually agreed otherwise by the prospective member association and the Federation, the 
referendum question shall be: "Are you in favour of membership in the Canadian Federation of 
Students?" 

iv. In the event that polling is conducted at a general meeting, representatives of the Federation and 
Federation member local associations shall be extended full speaking rights in the meeting. 

v. The prospective member association and the Federation shall each be permitted to appoint one poll 
clerk for each polling station. 

vi. The prospective member local association and the Federation shall each be permitted to appoint one 
poll scrutineer to oversee the counting of ballots. 

g. Quorum 
Quorum for any referendum vote on full membership shall be that of the member local association or five 
percent (5%) of the individual members of the local association, whichever is higher. 

h. Appeals 
Any appeals of the referendum results or rulings by the Referendum Oversight Committee shall be 
adjudicated by an Appeals Committee composed of one (1) member appointed by the prospective member 
association and one (1) member appointed by the Federation, who were not members of the Referendum 
Oversight Committee. 

5. Suspension and Expulsion of Members 

A member local association may have its voting privileges suspended or may be expelled for violating its 
responsibilities as outlined in Bylaw I, Section 3 (c), subject to the following procedure: 

a. Process for Initiating the Procedure of Suspension or Expulsion 
_________ T...,..h_e_._p_r_o...,..c_e_d_u_re _for su~pending the voting privileges or expelling a member local association may be 

initiated by: 
i. resolution of the National Executive; or 
ii. a petition, submitted to the National Executive, signed by not less than one-third (1/3) of the voting 

member locals associations and listing the reasons for the proposed suspension of voting privileges or 
expulsion. 

b. Notice of the Suspension or Expulsion Procedure 
Upon resolution of the National Executive or receipt of a petition by the National Executive, initiating the 
process for suspending or expelling a member local association, the National Executive will: 
i. place the matter on the agenda for the next regularly scheduled national general meeting for which no 

less than four (4) week notice can be given; and 
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ii. inform, by registered mail, the member local association against which the suspension or expulsion 
procedure has been initiated no less than four (4) weeks prior to the national general meeting at which 
the matter of suspension or expulsion will be considered. 

c. Required Majority 

A two-thirds vote of a national general meeting shall be required in order to suspend the voting privileges 
or expel a member local association. 

d. Appeal of Suspension or Expulsion 
Any student association, which has had its voting privileges suspended or has been expelled, may appeal 
the decision to the next world congress of the International Union of Students. 

e. Reinstatement of Voting Privileges 

A member local association, which has had its voting privileges suspended, may have its voting privileges 
reinstated subject to the following procedure: 

i. Upon receipt of a written application from a member local association requesting reinstatement 
of voting privileges, the National Executive will assess the merits of the application and make a 
recommendation to the voting member local associations at the next regularly-scheduled national 
general meeting. 

ii. A two-thirds majority vote shall be required to reinstate a member local association's voting privileges. 

6. Referendum on Continued Membership 

The individual members of the Federation belonging to a member local association may vote on continued 
membership, subject to the following rules and procedures: 

a. Petition 

As per Bylaw I, Section 3.a.iii a petition calling for a referendum shall be signed by no less than ten percent 
(10%) of the individual members of the member local association and delivered to the National Executive 
of the Federation. 
The petition shall be worded as follows: "We, the undersigned, petition the National Executive of the 
Canadian Federation of Students to conduct a referendum on the issue of continued membership in the 
Canadian Federation of Students." 

b. Schedule 
i. Within 90 days of receipt of the petition described in Bylaw I, Section 6.a, the National Executive 

will review the petition to determine if it is in order and, if it is, in consultation with the member local, 
will schedule a referendum that is not less than 60 days and not more than 90 days following, 
notwithstanding the provisions in Section 6.b.ii and subject to the following conditions: 
- there shall be no fewer than two (2) and no greater than five (5) days of voting; and 
- there shall be no less than seven (7) days and no greater than 21 days for campaigning, during 

which classes are in session, immediately preceding and during voting. 
iL No vote on continuing membership may be held between: 

- April 15 and September 15; and 
- December 15 and January 15. 

iii. No referendum on continuing membership shall take place without compliance with Sections 6.b.i and 
6.b.ii. 
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The referendum will be administered by a four (4) person Referendum Oversight Committee composed of 
two (2) members appointed by the National Executive and two (2) members appointed by the applicable 
member local association. Within fourteen (14) days following the scheduling of the referendum, the 
National Executive will appoint two (2) representatives to serve on the Committee and request in writing 
from the member local association the appointment of two (2) representative to serve on the Committee. 
The Referendum Oversight Committee shall be responsible for: 
i. establishing the notice requirement for the referendum in accordance with Section 6.d of this Bylaw 

and ensuring that notice is posted; 
ii. approving all campaign materials in accordance with Section 6.f of this Bylaw and removing campaign 

materials that have not been approved; 
iii. deciding the number and location of polling stations; 
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iv. setting the hours of voting in accordance with Section 6.g.ii of t11is Bylaw; 
v. overseeing all aspects of the voting; 
vi. tabulating the votes cast; 
vii. adjudicating all appeals; and 
viii. establishing all other rules and regulations for the vote. 

d. Notice of Referendum 

Notice of the referendum, that includes the referendum question and voting dates, shall be provided to the 
individual members of the member local association no Jess than two (2) weeks prior to the first voting date 
of the referendum. 

e. Campaigning 
i. The member local association, the individual members from the member local association and the 

Federation not shall engage in any campaigning outside of the campaign period. 
ii. Only individual members and representatives of the member local association, representatives of the 

Federation and individual members and representatives of Federation member local associations shall 
be permitted to participate in the campaign. 

f. Campaign Materials 

i. Campaign materials shall include all materials developed specifically for the referendum campaign. 
ii. Materials produced by the Federation that promote campaigns and services of the Federation shall not 

be considered as campaign materials unless they include specific content about the referendum. 
iii. The Federation website shall not be considered a campaign material unless it includes specific content 

about the referendum. 
iv. The Federation's annual report, financial statements, research and submissions to government shall 

not be considered a campaign material. 
v. Campaign materials shall not be misleading, defamatory or false. 

g. Voting and Tabulation 

i. Voting shall be conducted at voting stations or, subject to the agreement of the Referendum Oversight 
Committee, by mail-out ballot. 

ii. There shall be no less than sixteen (16) hours of polling over no less than two (2) and no more than 
five (5) days, except in the case of voting being conducted at a general meeting. In the event that 
voting is conducted at a general meeting, representatives of the Federation and Federation member 
local associations shall be extended full speaking rights in the meeting. 

iii. Unless mutually agreed otherwise by the member local association and the Federation, the 
referendum question shall be: "Are you in favour of continued membership in the Canadian Federation 
of Students?" 

iv. The member local association and the Federation shall each be permitted to appoint one (1) poll clerk 
for each polling station. 

v. The member local association and the Federation shall each be permitted to appoint one (1) poll 
scrutineer to oversee the counting of ballots. 

h. Quorum 
Quorum for any referendum vote on continuing membership shall be that of the member local association 
or five percent (5%) of the individual members of the local association, whichever is higher. 

i. Appeals 
Any appeals of the referendum results or rulings by the referendum Oversight Committee shall be 
adjudicated by an appeals committee (the "Appeals Committee") composed of one (1) member appointed 
by the member local association and one (1) member appointed by the Federation, neither of whom are 
members of the Oversight Committee. 

j. Advance Remittance of Outstanding Membership Fees 

In addition to required compliance with Sections Ba. to i. and k. to I, in order for a referendum on continued 
membership to proceed, a member local association must remit all outstanding Federation membership 
fees not less than six (6) weeks prior to the first day of voting. 

k. Minimum Period Between Continued Member.ship Votes 
In addition to required compliance with Sections 6 a. to j. and I., in order for a referendum on continued 
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membership to take place, a member local association may not have held a referendum on continued 
membership within the previous twenty-four (24) months, unless waived, by a two-thirds (2/3rds) majority 
vote of the National Executive. 

I. Minimum Period Between Vote to Federate and Vote on Continued Membership 
In addition to required compliance with Sections 6 a. to k., in order for a referendum on continued 
membership to proceed, a member local association may not have held a referendum to join the 
Federation within the previous twenty-four (24) months, unless waived, by a two-thirds (2/3rds) majority 
vote of the National Executive. 

7. Procedure for Application for Withdrawal 

a. Following the holding of a referendum in accordance with Bylaw 1, Section 6 pursuant to which it is 
determined that the relevant membership shall not continue, the applicable member local association 
may provide a letter in writing notifying the Federation of its intentron to withdraw from the Federation. 
Within ninety (90) days of the receipt of such letter, the National Executive will examine the notification to 
determine whether it is in order, and will make a recommendation to the voting members of the Federation 
concerning the withdrawal. 

b. At the opening plenary of the next general meeting of the Federation, ratification of the withdrawal shall be 
put to a vote. 

c. The withdrawal shall take effect on June 30 following the ratification of the withdrawal provided that all 
outstanding membership fees payable to such date shall have then been received by the Federation. 
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To: 

National Executive 
Canadian Federation of Students 
338C Somerset Street West 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K2P OJ9. 
Tel. (613) 232-7394 
Fax (613) 232-0276 
Email web@cfs-fcee.ca 
Web www.cfs-fcee.ca 

October 29, 2009 

BY BAILIFF 

From: 

Jose Barrios 
University of Victoria. Undergraduate Student 
Society (CFS local 44) 
1-1550 North Diary, 
Victoria, BC 
V8T3V3 
Tel. (250) 588-8968 
Emai1jlbarrios22@gmail.com 

RE: Notice of Referendum on the Univ.ernity of Victoria Student Society (Local 44) 
Continued Membership in the Canadian Federation of Students 

To Whom It May Concern: · 

Please consider this letter, the enclos_ed petition, and letter confirming the_peti.tion's validity, as 
official notice of a call for a referendum on the issue of continued membership of the University of 
Victoria ·Student Society (CFS local 44), in the Canadian Federation of Students. 

The enclosed petition contains 1,892 verified signatures, approximately 11.4% of the members of the 
University of Victoria Student Society (CFS local 44) requesting such a referendum. There are 108 
pages of the notarized copy of the referendum petition. Also included is confumation"letter from the 
University of Victoria Record & Registrarial Services. 

We look forward to hearing from you as soon as possible. 

Regards, 
_,..,..,) \ r , 

-./------------, \-\\A~:,. 

Member . L.. ,./ 1.......1---.,, 
/' 

University of Victoria Student Society (CFS local 44) · · ~ 
A..>>JY 

. . This is Exhibit •• oJfw~ .. p·~-... to the 
Affidavit of LU{}( t(J#r~o..PJ 
Sworn before me this tf/41 
tryf gGCtt1fi~ v iJ?.o. 
~1&.~~oomo 

1~ ~umm!ssioner~ etc.; 

8 



University 
of Victoria 

PO Box 3025 STN CSC 
Victoria BC VBW 3P2 
Canada 
Tel (250) 721-8121 Fax (250) 721-6225 
We'b:www.uvlc.ca/reco 

To Whom It May Concern: 
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IJi'!ldergraduate 
Records 

-23 October 2009 

RE: Petition to conduct a referendum on the issue of continued membership in the 
· Canadian Federation of Students. 

The Office of the Registrar of the University of Victoria has validated the signatures on 
the enclosed petition that belong to undergraduates currently enrolled in Winter Session 
2009-2010. Of the total 1972 signatures delivered to our office, 1892 have been 
deemed to be valid, representing 11.4 % of the undergraduate population. 

All undergraduate students at the University of Victoria are ~embers of the UVic 
Students' Society (UVSS), Local 44 of the Canadian Federation of Students. 

Sincerely, 

/-&'~ 
Lauren Charlton 
Acting Registrar 
Records & Registrarial Services 
CU/gr 

-··················,·····-------

.IA C~Rnf~IE@ ll'~l!JE COf11f 

'iJ'ti1os V$ t@ certiY!f tlilai ~Ms is ei ~me 
·--------------___,~t@P-}t--4)~ .•... ~~i;::t:aA-'= · ci~ef. .. __ _ 

C©UilS6$~S cf :Z: l)llaig@$, G:om~ared ~iP 
me ~o the? origiiL'1i~i il!litoi not fo1.md. ~°' 
h~11e ra.eefl eil~eued ~rl any way. Dateo'I 
a:t the Otlf of Vodoria in the Prnvinlf:e 
@¥ ~vitis"' Colllhmbia this ~dl1Ily ov 

K) 

Ii. , ... ~ Pu ,, in and for the 
~vovince o! Brinsh Columbia 

SABRINA L HANOUS!:K 
NOTARY PUBLIC 

201-2610 DOUGLAS STREET . 
VICTORIA BC V8T 4M1 

TEL 2!.HJl·<as:z .. e~eo 



Raizy Mannorstein 
2605 Belmont Avenue• Vlctorfa, BC V8R 4A7• Phone: 250-858-9115 
E-Mail; ralzy_m@hotmall.com 

Date: November 13, 2009 

National Executive 
Canadian Federation of Students 
338 Somerset West 
Ottawa, ON 
K2P OJ9 

; I., /I , 

1hfs Is !Exhib[t •nmC"mocammmm tt> thlll 

Affidavit of L(.)6.J( tvJfT~#V 

Sworn before me f:his ,9~ 
day of JJet8-/ (JfR._ 

1
2f!t A.O. 

D;;:;L~~• m • mrnQ• 

AC 

To the National Executjve of the Canadian federation of Students: 

l_am writfng to inform you that 2,913 members of the University of Victoria Students' Society 
(UVSS), Local 44 of the Canadian Federation of Students, have signed a petition calling for national 
student unity through continued membership in the CFS. I respectfully submit this·petition for your 
full consfderation·in light of recent events at the University of Victoria. 

It is my understanding that you are in receipt of a petition signed by what on the surface appears 
to be the minimum 10% of members of the uvss required to initiate a referendum on continued. 
membership in the Canadian Federation of Students. I feel compelled to inform you that the 
petition drive was conducted in a less than transparent manner and many of the organizers of that 
petition misinformed members as to the goal of the petition, as well as to the actions and role of 
the Canadian Federation of Students. 

I was approached by organizers of the petition in the late stages of their petition drive and was told 
numerous things that I know to be untrue about the Canadian Federation of Students as 
inducement for me to sign the petition. Others I spoke with verified that they were given similar 
misinformation when approached. I am aware that, amongst o1;:her things, members were told by 
the organizers of that petition that: 

• the petition doesn't mean there will be a referendum, but rather is the only way to initiate a 
dialogue on membership in the CFS; 

• the CFS ls corrupt and general members have no way to tell how money is being spent (at 
no time was it noted that budgets and audits for the CFS are available in the UVSS offices); 

: ... · · "·and · · ........... : · ·····- ........................... : .... - -·············------···-·· .. '····-···-······ ......................... _ ......................................... -·····-·------····-··--·····-............................................ -............................................................... .. 

• the CFS is ineffective (at no time was lt noted that the work of the CFS fn BC has resulted in 
the elimination of tuition fees for adult basic education, the tultion fee cap, and the Loan 
Reduction program). 

Additionally, myself and others have heard from several students that they were harassed and 
otherwise pressured into signing their name to tne petition to initiate a referendum when they 

. were not furJy aware of the consequences. 
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In light of the potential consequences of this misinformation campaign, myself and other individual 
members coordinated the circulation of the attached petition to property Inform members about 
the CFS and to provide any members who signed the petition to initiate a referendum as a result of 
misinformation with an opportunity to have their names removed. 

I respect the right of members to discuss and debate our membership in our national student 
organization, and ultimately to initiate a referendum process if there is true dissatisfaction on 
campus. However, it is clear to me and the thousands of others who signed the attached petition 
that the drive to hold a referendum was not borne by grassroots dissatisfaction with membership, 
but rather by a small group of individuals with political erids·that are antithetical to the goals of a 
united student movement. These individuals are deliberately misinforming members to achieve 
their personal ends. As such, I urge you to take the attached petition into consideration when 
deliberating on the petition to initiate a referendum on the continued membership of Loca I 44 · 
members. In particular, I urge you to respect the second clause of this petition and remove the 
names of individuals who have signed the petition for student unity from the petition to initiate a 

referendum, wherever applicable. 

I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience. 

Respectfully, 

~CfiZ.d MD~~~V) 
Ra1zy ~rmorstein 
Member, 3rcl Year Economics 
Canadian Federation of Students Local 44 

cc. Veronica Harrison, Chairperson of the University of Victoria Students' Society 
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I believe that the University of Victoria Students' Society should continue to work with 
students across BC and Canada through the Canadian Federation of Students to: 

0 lobby for reduced tuitio* fees and student debt 

o demand environmentally sustainable campuses 

., fight student aid cuts 

"' improve transit service 

0 get student servjces like ~ FREE International Student Identity Card 

® continue to work on campaigns such as ''Where's the Justice for Aboriginal Peoples'' 
and the "No Means No" fillti-date rape campaig1: 

I believe that none of these objectives can be accomplished when students are divided. 

Therefore; I call on the board of the UVic Students' Society to defend student 
unity q.nd to continue to fight for student ·rights thrqugh membership in the 
Canadian Federation of Students. 
I do not want my name to be counted towards any petition to put to que;tion 
membership in the Canadian Federation of Students [and the Canadian 
Federation of Students-Bhtish Columbia] . 
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I believe that the University of Victoria Students' Society should continue to ·work with 
students acros·s BC and Canada through the Canadian Federation of Stu~ents to: 

., lobby for reduced·tuition'fees and student debt 

., demand environmentall~;sustainable campuses 
. : 

" fight student aid cuts : 

" improve transit service 

0 get student services like a FREE International Student Identity Card 

0 continue to work on campaigns such as "Where's the Justice for Aboriginal Peoples" 
and the "No Means No'' anti-date rape campaign 

I believe that none of these objectives <?ah be ac~omplished when students are diytded. 

Therefare, I call on -the board of the UVic Students' Society to defend student 
unity and to continue to fight for student rights. through mem/Jership in the 
Canadian Federation of Students. 
I do not want my name to be counted toipards any petition to put to questiqn 
membership in the Canad}.an Federation of Students [and the Canadian 
Federation of Students-British Columbia]. 
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I believe that the University of Victoria Students' Society should continue to work with 

students across BC and Canada through the Canadian Federation of Students to: 

" lobby for reduced tuition fees and student debi: 

"' demand environmenta],Iy sustainable campuses 

"' fight student aid cuts 

"' improve transit service 

0 get student services like a FREE International Student Identity Card 

e continue to work on cariipaigJ,ls such ~s "Where's the Justice for Aboriginal.Peoples" 
and the "No Means Not anti-date rape campaign 

I believe that none of these objectives can be accomplished when students are divided. 

Therefore, I call on the board of the UVic Students' Society to defend stiident 
unity and to continue to fight for student rights through membership in the 
Canadian Federation ofStudents. 
I do not want my name 'to be counted towards any petition to put to question 
membership in ihe Canadian Federation of Students [and the Canadian 
Federation of Students-8,ritish Columbia]. 
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I believe that the University of Victoria Students' Society should continue to work with 
students across l3C and Can~da through the Canadian Federation of Students .to: 

'" lobby ~or reduced tuitimf fees and student debt 

" demand environmentally sustainable campuses 

.. fight student aid cuts 

<ll • improve transit service 

o get student services like ~FREE Internatiom1.l S~udent Identify Cal'd 

.. continue to work on campaigns such as "Where's the Justice for Aboriginal Peoples" 
and the "No Means No" lµiti-date rape campaign 
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I believe that none of these obJectives can be acconi.plished when students are divided. 

Therefore, I call on the bdgrd of the UVic Students' Society to defend studf!.nt 
unity and to continue to fight for student rights through membership in the 
Canadian Federation of Students. 

I do not waflt my name ttj be counted towards any petition to put to question 
membership in the. Canad.fan Federation of Students [and the Canadian 
Federation of Students-Btitish Columbia]. 
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I believe that the Universi~y of Victoria Stuaents' Society should continue to work with 

students across BC and Canad~ through the Canadian, Federation of Students to: 
0 lobby for reduced tuition f~es and student debt 

., demand environmentally ~hstainable campuses 

0 fight student aid cuts :; 
!: 

0 improve transit service 

" get student services like a #,REE Intemational Student Identity Card 
i! 

" continue to work on camp#gns such as "Where's the Justice for Aboriginal Peoples" 
and the "No Means No" al}~i-date rape campaign 

I believe that none of these objJ~tives can be accomplished when students are divided. 

Therefore, I call on the boafd of the UVic Students' SoCiety to defend student 
unity and to continue to fight for student rights through membership in the 
Canadian Federation of St#dents. 
I do not want my name to ~e counted towards any petition to put to question 
1nembership in the Canadi~n Federation of Students [and the Canadian 
Federation of Students-Brifiish Columbia]. 
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January 14, 201 O 

Veronica Harrison, Chairperson 
3800 Finnerty Road 
Student Union Building 
PO Box 3035 
Victoria, BC 
VSW3P3 

Dear Ms. Harrison, 

The Canadian Federation of Students and its sister organisation, the Canadian 
Federation of Students-Services, were created to be national associations of individual 
post-secondary students. Within the Federations' structure, the individual student 
members are represented by their respective university and college student unions, 
through national assemblies employing a delegate voting system; however, the 
Federations' Bylaws set out that membership is determined directly by the individual 
members through on-campus referenda. In addition to setting out the process by which 
individual students vote on joining the Federations, the bylaws include a provision 
whereby the members can vote in .a referendum on whether or not to continue their 
membership. To be initiated, such a vote requires a portion of the individual members 
belonging to a given student union to petition the Federations to conduct such a vote. 
Such a petition must be signed by at least ten percent of the individual students 
belonging to the union. 

As you may already be aware, the Canadian Federation of Students' National Executive 
is in receipt of a petition submitted from individual members of the Federation belonging 
to the University of Victoria Students' Society seeking a referendum on the question of 
continued membership in the Federation. The petition appears to have been signed by 
at least ten percent of the Association's individual members and, therefore, appears to 
meet the minimum requirement set out in the Federation's bylaws. 

In addition, the National Executive is in receipt of a second petition by individuals 
requesting that their names be removed from the initial petition seeking a referendum on 

324 

·-----the guestion 9f continued membersh~~e National Executive is requestin~;i__-"""yo_u_r ________ _ 
assistance in verifying the authenticity of the names on the petition . 

. As a first step, the National Executive needs to verify if the petition has been signed by 
the required minimum number of individual Federation members belonging to the 
University of Victoria Students' Society. We are therefore requesting the assistance of 
the Students' Society in verifying the authenticity of the names appearing on the petition, 
including the enrolment status (or membership status, if different}. Please ask that each 
name on the petition be marked as valid (or invalid) by the Registrar's office. 

The Registrar must be able to confirm that the name of the individual and the student 

National Office · Bureau national 
338 rue Somerset Street Quest/West · Ottawa, Ontario · K2P OJ9 

TelephonefTelephone: (613) 232-7394 · FaxfTelecopieur: (613) 232-0276 · www.cfs-fcee.ca 



number as they appear on the petition are legible and therefore verifiable. In addition, a 
sworn statement from the University of Victoria authenticating the names and confirming 
undergraduate enrolment numbers for the fall 2009 semester would likely suffice. 

Please let me know at your earliest convenience whether the University of Victoria 
Students' Society will be able to assist with the verification. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me if you have any questions. 

Regards, 

(~~::~!~L':_-2~; ;:::: .. ~;~~0 
Dave Molenhiuis 
National Treasurer 
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National Office · Bureau national 
338 rue Somerset Street West/Ouest · Ottawa, Ontario · K2P OJ9 

Telephone!Telephone: (613) 232-7394 · Fax!Telecopieur: (613) 232-0276 · www.cfs-fcee.ca 



From: "Veronica Harrison" <chair@uvss. uvic. ca> 

Date: February 4, 2010 2:18:21 PM EST 

To: <treasurer@cfs-fcee.ca> 

Subject: UVSS petition 

Dear Mr. Molenhuis, 

;'{;ii;~ !::$> 2:;{~"ti~!lt ~~=~~f,,~~o~•~ to the, 

Affiaav~t of t-i/o( CJ../ #TSov 
Sworn before me thl$ t(ffr 

day of /Ff3i-&181J£ ,lt?/o AO, 

~~{ __ 'N"r~d.cb'I 

My apologies for the delay in responding to your letter, which I 
received 

last week. I have forwarded your correspondence to Raizy Marmorstein, 
as 

she coordinated this petition on campus and is in possession .of the 

petition. She has assured me that she will submit the petition to the 

Registrar for verification today. 

Sincerely, 

Veronica Harrison 

Chairperson 

UVic Students' Society 

Local 44 - Canadian Federation of Students 

(250) 721-8370 

www. u.vss. u ... vic. ca ·----------
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PO Box 3025 STN CSC 
V1Ctoria BC V8W 3P2 
Canada 

Undergraduate 
Records 

University 
of Victoria 

Tel (250) 721·8121 Fax (250) 721·6225 
Web:www.uvic.calreco 

To Whom It May Concern: 

11 February 201 O 

rbiii> ll~~ 2::;~]n:i:;i ~u.,~~.E-~~ .. ··~g t@ th~ 
AiITTd<iivittuf LilO( u/ffT.S1tJ 
Swom before me thi$i qfVr 
day of /Jolt/1 fi,~ zU/IJ A.~, 

~u:e=:~ 
RE: Petition supporting the University of Victoria's membership in the Canadian 
Federation of Students entitled "~eep the Student Movement United." 

The Office of the Registrar of the University of Victoria has validated the signatures on 
the enclosed petition that belong to undergraduates currently enrolled in January-April 
201 o. Of the total 2846 signatures delivered to our office, 2180 were deemed valid, 
representing 12.9% of the undergraduate population. 

All undergraduate students at the University of Victoria are membe·rs of the UVic 
Students' Society (UVSS), Local 44 of the Canadian Federation of Students. 

Sincerely1 

#~ 
Lauren Charlton 
Acting Registrar 
Records & Registrarial Services 
CU/gr 
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March 24, 2010 

Veronica Harrison, Chairperson 
University of Victoria Students' Society 
3800 Finnerty Road 
Student Union Building 
PO Box 3035 
Victoria, BC V8W 3P3 

Dear Ms. Harrison, 

As you are aware, the Canadian Federation of Students' National Executive received a 
petition from individual members of the Federation belonging to the University of Victoria 
Students' Society seeking a referendum on the question of continued membership in the 
Federation. 

Unfortunately, Jose Barrios, the individual who submitted the petition, failed to provide a 
return mailing address. As a result, I am unable to send the enclosed correspondence 
directly. I am hoping that you can forward the enclosed letter to Mr. Barrios at your 
earliest convenience. 

Thank-you in advance for your assistance in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Katherine Giroux-Bougard 
Chairperson 

National Office · Bureau national 
338 rue Somerset Street OuestNVest · Ottawa, Ontario · K2P OJ9 

Telephoneffelephone: (613) 232-7394 · Faxffelecopieur: (613) 232-0276 · www.cfs-fcee.ca 
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March 24, 2010 

Jose Barrios 
c/o University of Victoria Students' Society 
3800 Finnerty Road 
Student Union Building 
PO Box 3035 
Victoria, BC 
V8W3P3 

Dear Mr. Barrios, 

As you are aware, the Canadian Federation of Students' National Executive received a 
petition from individual members of the Federation belonging to the University of Victoria 
Students' Society seeking a referendum on the question of continued membership in the 
Federation. In addition, the National Executive received a second document signed by 
individuals requesting that their names be removed from that petition seeking a 
referendum on the question of continued membership in the Federation. 

In accordance with Bylaw I, 6. bi, the National Executive has undertaken a review of the 
petition to determine whether it is in order. As a result of this process, it has determined 
that the number of signatories on the petition to initiate a referendum on the question of 
continued membership did not meet the ten percent (10%) threshold required by the 
Federation's Bylaws. 

To state the obvious, in order for a vote on the question of continued membership in the 
Federation to be initiated, there must be adherence to the Bylaws. As described above, 
the petition did not meet the ten percent" (10%) threshold set out in the Bylaws and, 
therefore, was deemed invalid. 

Sincerely, 

Katherine Giroux-Bougard 
Chairperson 

cc. Veronica Harrison, President, University of Victoria Students' Society 

National Office · Bureau national 
338 rue Somerset Street Ouest/West · Ottawa, Ontario · K2P OJ9 

Telephonerrelephone: (613) 232-7394 · Faxrrelecopieur: (613) 232-0276 · www.cfs-fcee.ca 
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August 13, 2010 

VIA EMAIL 

A~'~'icfriiVtt ~A w t-i lU ll-(S:J.v 
SifiJuli'n before me this t(f'CA 

olav or ./)0-t.t?t.1/!f!. r 7.o.~ J\,O, 
Mr. David Borins -·},(/ r He~nan Blaikie LLP . ~'-'··~·;.:.,~~ ~·-n~c~ 
Suite 2200, 1055 West Hastings Street i\ tli}•N»!i;\'iif,ri&~ 2t'..!,; 

Vancouver, BC V6E 2E9 

Dear Mr. Borins: 

Todd J. Burke 
Direct (613) 786-0226 

Direct Fax (613) 788-3513 
todd.burke@gowlings.com 

File No. 03350237 

Re: Canadian Federation of Students and University of Victoria Student Society 
("UVSS") 

As you are aware, I act as counsel for the Canadian Federation of Students ("CFS") 
with respect to this matter. 

You are correct that my clients received a petition on November 4, 2009 requesting a 
referendum on continued membership in the CFS. You then suggest that my clients did 
not challenge the certification and that it was only in late March, 2010, that my clients 
advised that a counter-petition had been circulated and that any names on the counter
petition must be "deducted" from the names on the original petition. With respect, your 
recital of the facts is not complete. 

In early January, the National Executive of CFS met to review the petition it received on 
November 4, 2009. This was in compliance with By~Law 1, section 6(b) which provides 
that the National Executive meet within 90 days of receipt of a petition to review the 
petition and determine if it is in order. At the time that the National Executive met, it was 
also in receipt of a second petition signed by individual members stating, among other 
things, that they did not want their name to be counted towards any petition to put to 
question continued membership in the CFS. 
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· · · · · · .. · · · ...... .g.y .. letter .. dated-··January .. ··1-41·-20·1·0;--my-·dient-advised-your--elient-of--the···reeeipt--·of -both-.. ·---.. ·--· ...... -........... _ .. __ 
-----·- petitions. My client also requested UVSS' assistance in verifying the authenffCfty of the -

names of the student members who had signed the second petition (a copy of this letter 
is attached). By email dated February 4, 2010, Veronica Harrison responded to the 
letter from my client and advised that the person who was co-ordinating the second 
petition was going to submit it to the Registrar for verification.· The second petition was 
subsequently verified, which resulted in my client1s subsequent letter to your client 
dated March 24, 2010. 
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,gowlir1gs·············--····· 
Please consider this letter as confirmation of my client's position that the petition 
delivered November 4, 2009 is not in order. Clearly, there were a significant number of 
students who specifically requested that their names be removed from the November 4, 
2009 petition. My client takes the position that the intention of these students should be 
respected. The review carried out by my client with respect to both petitions led it to the 
conclusion that less than 10% of the individual members at University of Victoria had 
requested for a referendum. 

It is my client's position that the fact that the by-laws of the CFS do not make any 
reference to a "counter-petition" 'is not determinative of this issue. Unlike your cHent, my 
client was not prepared to disregard the intention of the students who requested that · 
their names be removed from the petition. 

In light of the above, my client will not be proceeding with the scheduling of a 
referendum on the question of continued membership in the CFS . 

..... --------·---·--····---·---OHOO•H-·-··-H•-.. •••OooOoo-·-·••>OO ______ OOH•O-O .. ooo>000H_O,O .. _HH_0 __ ,.,,.,_,,_,..,,..._ ... ___ ,,._, __ 00H--0o0_• ............................ - ......... --•• - •• -., ... ,. ____ , ..... ., ..... 0 

····--· ··------------------~------------
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