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CFS marks 30th anniversary, prepares for new day of
action Rel

Delegates at semi-annual general meeting elect new executive, plan Feb. 2012
national day of action for accessible education Frosh 2012

Briana Hill — CUP Ottawa Bureau Chief

OTTAWA (CUP) — The Canadian Federation of
Students (CFS) celebrated its 30th anniversary
last week at its 60th semi-annual national general
meeting held just outside of Ottawa. Nearly 250
delegates convened in Gatineau, QC to discuss
student issues at the twice-yearly event, this time
held from Nov. 22 to 25.

Feb. 1, a la rue!

Campaigns, budgets and executive reports were all
debated and passed, but the overarching theme of
the four-day-long conference was the upcoming
national day of action on Feb. 1, 2012.

Featured Articles

American marijuana legalization
raises questions for B.C.

On Nov. 6, both the states of Colorado and
Washington passed ballots legalizing the
recreational use of marijuana, raising
interest from advocates about the possible impact of the
decision in British Columbia. 55 per cent of voters in
Washington approved Initiative 502, legalizing the
possession of up to one ounce of marijuana by anyone over
the age of 21.

Keynote speakers Justin Trudeau, Liberal member
of Parliament, and Nycole Turmel, NDP interim
leader of the Official Opposition, both pledged their
support for Feb. 1 much to the appreciation of
delegates.

“This year is really defined by the national
campaign,” said CFS national chairperson
Roxanne Dubois. o
Corruption in Montreal throws doubt
on ethical standards in engineering

Reports of collusion and corruption are
nothing new for Quebec’s construction
industry. What is new, however, is the
eroding image of engineers and a mounting
crisis in how engineers are applying, or not,
ethical and professional standards in their profession.

According to the CFS, the Feb. 1 protest will be
multifaceted, targeting the reduction of tuition fees,
reduction of student debt and increased education
funding.

For Dubois, two topics stood out at this year’s
national general meeting.

Robert Ploughman a symbol for gay
men in the RCMP

Since he came out in 2001 while at the
RCMP academy, Ploughman has been
called the first surviving out gay man on the force. He
organized the B.C. RCMP’s entrance into the Vancouver
Pride parade, as well as a host of other queer community-
based policing initiatives. Now, he tells his story in an “It
Gets Better” video produced by the RCMP Surrey
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Campus Sports Connection Dec.5th: Alberta Golden Bears

“The ‘Education is a Right’ campaign and the day
of action obviously are one, because we've
actually been able to talk about it in various
caucuses, and different constituency groups were
able to identify some materials that would enable
them to connect to the campaign more directly,” .
she said. (Photo by Antoine Trépanier/CUP)

The second was the soon-to-be-launched "No
Means No" website and mobilization to prevent
violence against women in the lead-up to Dec. 6 commemorative events in remembrance of the Ecole
Polytechnique massacre in Montreal in 1989.

Election of a new national chairperson hire new football coach
Campus Sports Connection Nov. 28th: CIS Football and
During closing plenary, delegates voted for their new national executive for 2012—-13: the national CIS Hockey

Campus Sports Connection Nov. 21st: CIS Football and

hairperson, the national hairperson and the national tr. rer.
chairperson, the national deputy chairperson and the national treasure CIS Hockey

Candidates in each category ran unopposed and all were elected.

] ) - o Photo Gallery
Adam Awad, current national deputy chairperson, and originally from the University of Toronto

Students' Union, will take the position of national chairperson. Jessica McCormick of the Memorial
University of Newfoundland Students' Union will become national deputy chairperson and Michael Olson
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of the Vancouver Island University Students' Union will become national treasurer. All three will officially
assume their new positions next spring.

“I'm actually really excited to have such a diverse [team of] at-large members ... I'm really excited to be
able to work with three incredibly strong provincial components and to bring the lessons that they've
learned from the different parts of the country and | think it's really important to not just have an
Ottawa-centric, and Ontario-centric, perspective on how to get the message out,” said Awad on his
election.

“I'm really excited to be able to continue working past this year, to continue working for students all
across Canada.”

Thoughts from a newcomer

Mark LaRiviere of Trent University had the last words from the floor at closing plenary and though his
first experience at a CFS national general meeting left him feeling motivated, he had some reservations
about its structure.

“l was told, odds are if you're a white, male, undergraduate student, [and] heterosexual, then there’s
very few constituencies that you can fit in,” said LaRiviere.

Constituency groups are “composed of individual delegates who share a common characteristic as
recognized by the federation,” such as students with disabilities, francophone students and
international students.

“It's very established within the structure of the federation to create a space for groups that are
traditionally excluded from many decision making processes, and so that’s the recognition of very
evidenced social inequalities that we recognize and that we allocate a space for,” said Dubois.

“| feel strongly towards many of the issues ... it was a bit of a downer, just because | felt like | could
definitely be an advocate for a lot of them,” said LaRiviere, who did not end up participating in any of
the constituency groups.

Overall, the meeting was characterized by a strong sense of unity among delegates, and there was
very little variance in discourse.

For the next two months, the national office will be concentrating on the planning and roll-out of the
upcoming national day of action.

“Over the next two months, the work of the national office ... will be to [provide resources to] all of the
local communities and campuses that will be organizing for the day of action, with whatever they need,"
said Dubois. "And to try and keep a national vision for our goal and for our campaign of putting
‘Education is a Right’ out there — and really trying to garner public and media and community support
for accessible education in Canada."
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