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Former UTSU president returns as executive 
director

After serving two terms as chair of provincial lobby group, 

Sandy Hudson back at the union she once led

By Sheena Singh  

Published: 2:48 am, 17 September 2012 

Modified: 10 am, 18 September 2012 

Vol CXXXIII, No. 03 under News 

UPDATED

Tweet
F ormer University of Toronto Students’ Union president Sandy 

Hudson has returned to the UTSU in the role of executive 

director.

Hudson, who served as president from 2008 through 2010, returns 

to the union where she began her career, after two years as 

chairperson of the Canadian Federation of Students–Ontario (CFS-

O).

“I’m really committed to the student movement and to education,” 
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Hudson said. “Especially at U of T, I wanted nothing more than to 

continue working with students and working within education 

advocacy.”

Initially brought back as “operations coordinator,” Hudson believes it 

was her long-standing involvement with the Student Commons 

Project that got her the executive director role recently vacated by 

Amir Bashir.

The Student Commons project, which has been in the works for 

several years, seeks to create a student-owned and operated 

building on campus, most likely in the current John H. Daniels 

Faculty of Architecture building. Hudson served in a consultative 

capacity on various meetings and was present for the initial planning 

stages of the project. She believes her involvement on the project 

was probably what appealed to her new employers.

Walied Khogali, executive director of UTMSU, has worked closely 

with Hudson in the past. He was pleased to hear of her return to the 

UTSU. “Sandy is very talented,” said Khogali. “She is very well-

respected across U of T, by everyone from colleagues to student 

unions, even at UTSC and UTM.”

Other campus figures are more wary of the circumstances 

surrounding her return.

Samuel Greene, Trinity College student head, said he was skeptical 

that the job was “conveniently waiting for her at UTSU” once her term 

at CFS-O was over. Greene says this type of favouritism is 

“symptomatic of a culture at the union where allies of the incumbents 

are rewarded with patronage.”

Amir Bashir, Hudson’s predecessor, had been intimately involved in 

student politics at the University of Toronto Scarborough.

Hudson describes her new post as an “everything job.” She is 

responsible for facilitating the smooth internal functioning of the 

union, as well as ensuring that the UTSU stays within the bounds of 

the law. These duties required several weeks of training and 

research on applicable government policies, as well as the UTSU’s 

internal policies and bylaws.

Hudson also touts her experience with the CFS-O as a major plus in 

her new role. Hudson has been involved with the CFS-O since as 

early as November 2009, when she began to establish her rapport 

with the provincial lobbying organization over the issue of allowing 

students without immigration status to continue to go to school.

Khogali points to her success on that issue as evidence of the skills 

that an executive director ought to possess. “You need a strong, 

highly qualified personality like her to be executive director — 

someone who understands both the lobbying role and the services 

component.”

Hudson says she is looking forward to an extremely busy but fulfilling 

school year, sensing potential gains for the U of T student body, and 

reiterating her commitment to the university.  “There is so much 

opportunity, but we’re not in a good place right now,” she says 

regretfully of Ontario’s post-secondary education system.

 

Sheena Singh  

 

Contributor
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■

Slates battle for UTSU■
Former UTSU employees allege proxy 
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Name •
More proof that the UTSU is run by an oligarchy of employees and not by actual students.
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Name •
I think you mean more proof that the UTSU is run by an oligarchy of students and not 

by actual employees.

Name •
I for one am glad to hear she is back. Sandy is hard-working, ambitious and knows her 

academic policy. I am not a big fan of the CFS but I am a big fan of Sandy. I know I am 

not alone in having that sentiment for her, especially amongst students on the U of T 

campus.

Bored •
Thank God! For a moment there I thought UTSU might stop being run by the CFS. Who 

knows what might happen if that dreadful day ever came to pass… who knows…

From The Blogs

a test form

EVENTS
12 December, 2012 

 0 Comments

Killing Them Softly

ON SCREEN
11 December, 2012 

 0 Comments

Hitchcock 

ON SCREEN
6 December, 2012 

 0 Comments

December 3, 2012

ARTS' ARTS
3 December, 2012 

 0 Comments

Varsity Broadcast More

 
 
 
 
Designed with love by KMSM 

SECTIONS

News

Comment

Features

Arts & Culture

Science

Sports

EXTENDED

Blogs

Varsity Broadcast

Newspaper Issues

Varsity Magazine

Handbook

ABOUT

Advertise

Board of Directors

Classifieds

Masthead and Staff

Volunteer

Writer’s Handbook

 

Generated with www.html-to-pdf.net Page 3 / 3

http://thevarsity.ca/blogs-dir/
http://events.thevarsity.ca/2012/12/12/a-test-form/
http://events.thevarsity.ca/
http://events.thevarsity.ca/2012/12/12/a-test-form/#comments
http://onscreen.thevarsity.ca/2012/12/11/killing-them-softly/
http://onscreen.thevarsity.ca/
http://onscreen.thevarsity.ca/2012/12/11/killing-them-softly/#comments
http://onscreen.thevarsity.ca/2012/12/06/hitchcock/
http://onscreen.thevarsity.ca/
http://onscreen.thevarsity.ca/2012/12/06/hitchcock/#comments
http://artsarts.thevarsity.ca/2012/12/03/december-3-2012/
http://artsarts.thevarsity.ca/
http://artsarts.thevarsity.ca/2012/12/03/december-3-2012/#comments
http://broadcast.thevarsity.ca/
http://broadcast.thevarsity.ca/
http://thevarsity.ca/
http://kmsm.ca/
http://thevarsity.ca/section/news/
http://thevarsity.ca/section/comment/
http://thevarsity.ca/section/features/
http://thevarsity.ca/section/arts-and-culture/
http://thevarsity.ca/section/science/
http://thevarsity.ca/section/sports/
http://thevarsity.ca/blogs/
http://broadcast.thevarsity.ca/
http://thevarsity.ca/newspaper-issue/
http://thevarsity.ca/magazine-issue/
http://thevarsity.ca/handbook-issue/
http://thevarsity.ca/advertise/
http://thevarsity.ca/board-of-directors/
http://thevarsity.ca/classifieds/
http://thevarsity.ca/masthead-and-staff/
http://thevarsity.ca/volunteer/
http://thevarsity.ca/writers-handbook/

