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LAVAL, Que. — Leo Bureau-Blouin’s debut news

conference as a Parti Quebecois candidate on Who is Leo Bureau- Recent Posts
Wednesday was dominated by what he wasn’t Blouin? As firearms control push grows in
wearing: the red square that has come to define wake of Newtown shooting, some
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student defiance in the province.

The former student leader — who was
omnipresent on TV during the tuition protests
earlier this year — had to fend off questions about
the absence of the red square, which symbolizes
opposition to the government’s commitment to
hiking the cost of education.

“I think everyone knows my position on tuition
fees....I think that with or without a red square, we
can make Quebec one of the nations where
education is the most affordable on the world,”
said Bureau-Blouin, flanked by PQ Leader Pauline
Marois.

Many Quebecers support Premier Jean Charest’s
decision to increase tuition, and the absence of the
red square can be interpreted as an attempt by
Bureau-Blouin and the PQ not to alienate those
people come election day.

“The objective is to represent all of the voters in
the riding but I think everyone knows my views
on tuition fees,” Bureau-Blouin said.

Marois and the PQ were quick to jump on the anti-
tuition fee increase bandwagon when the student
protests began in February. They stuck to their
position despite assertions by opponents they
were just being opportunists.

They wore the red square symbol until June when
Marois said she was ditching it in favour of the
fleur-de-lis for Quebec’s Fete nationale.

Critics said she was trying to distance herself from
the students as many Quebecers supported the
tuition increases.

Meanwhile, the PQ explained over the spring that
its decision to wear the red square didn’t mean it
opposed fee hikes, or supported rowdy protests,
but rather was meant as an expression of support
for the student cause.
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Leo Bureau-Blouin, who
until June was president of
the provincial federation of
CEGEP students known as
FECQ, was admittedly not
the most radical of student
leaders. That distinction
belongs to the people at
CLASSE, who in their latest
manifesto go well beyond
education to denounce user
fees for all public services,
natural resource
development, treatment of
aboriginals and
discrimination against
women.

Mr. Bureau-Blouin, who had
been accepted to begin law
school at Université de
Montréal next fall, was a
moderate by comparison,
someone who was even
heard to utter the word
compromise. On Tuesday
CLASSE spokesman Gabriel
Nadeau-Dubois criticized his
former counterpart, saying
his jump to the PQ — which
supports tuition increases
indexed to inflation — is
proof he never really
understood the student
movement.

But that is not to say Mr.
Bureau-Blouin was a model
leader during the months of
protest that saw Montreal
streets jammed nightly by
roving marches and
campuses blockaded by
masked strikers.
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The PQ is hoping that Bureau-Blouin’s candidacy in the Montreal-area riding of Laval-
des-Rapides will help attract even more young people to vote for the sovereigntist party
at the next election, which is expected to be called next Wednesday and held Sept. 4.

If Bureau-Blouin wins, he will become the youngest-ever member of the national
assembly. He turns 21 next December.

Bureau-Blouin, who used social media on Tuesday to announce his candidacy, said he is
choosing the PQ because he believes it offers a chance for a Quebec that is fairer,
stronger and more environmentally friendly.

“It wasn’t an easy decision. | made it after a lot of consultation. But | ended up making it
because | believe Quebec is at a crossroads.... I’m worried about the consequences of
the Liberals being re-elected. I think they govern not to bring Quebecers together but
more to divide them.”

Related

Graeme Hamilton: PQ all-in on student movement as protest leader to run for party

Chris Nardi: With elections in sight, Quebec students should play by the rules to win

Parti Quebecois leader Pauline Marois won’t apologize for pot-banging protest

Quebec students unimpressed as ‘opportunist’ PQ leader Pauline Marois ditches ‘red
square’ protest symbol

f Find National Post on Facebook

Most Popular

Topics: Canada, Canadian Politics, News, Parti Québécois, PQ, Quebec

http://www.blurbpage.ca/quebec/laval-quebec-news-blue-light-helps-tired-workers-and-motorists-regulate-their-
internal-clocks/ Laval Quebec News: Blue Light Helps Tired Workers and Motorists Regulate Their Internal
Clocks...

[...] No red square for former Quebec student leader Leo Bureau-Blouin in debut PQ ... THE CANADIAN
PRESS/Rogerio Barbosa. Student leader Leo Bureau-Blouin and Parti Quebesois Leader Pauline Marois at

Generated with www.html-to-pdf.net Page 3/4


http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/07/24/graeme-hamilton-pq-goes-all-in-on-student-movement-as-protest-leader-to-run-for-party/
http://fullcomment.nationalpost.com/2012/07/12/chris-nardi-with-elections-in-sight-quebec-students-should-play-by-the-rules-to-win/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2012/06/28/parti-quebecois-leader-pauline-marois-wont-apologize-for-pot-banging-protest/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2012/06/21/quebec-students-unimpressed-as-opportunist-pq-leader-pauline-marois-ditches-red-square-protest-symbol/
http://www.facebook.com/NationalPost
http://www.facebook.com/NationalPost
http://twitter.com/share?text=No+red+square+for+former+Quebec+student+leader+Leo+Bureau-Blouin+in+debut+PQ+news+conference&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.nationalpost.com%2F2012%2F07%2F25%2Fno-red-square-for-former-quebec-student-leader-leo-bureau-blouin-in-debut-pq-news-conference%2F&related=financialpost,fullcomment&via=nationalpost
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.nationalpost.com%2F2012%2F07%2F25%2Fno-red-square-for-former-quebec-student-leader-leo-bureau-blouin-in-debut-pq-news-conference%2F
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.nationalpost.com%2F2012%2F07%2F25%2Fno-red-square-for-former-quebec-student-leader-leo-bureau-blouin-in-debut-pq-news-conference%2F&title=No+red+square+for+former+Quebec+student+leader+Leo+Bureau-Blouin+in+debut+PQ+news+conference&summary=%E2%80%9CI+think+everyone+knows+my+position+on+tuition+fees....I+think+that+with+or+without+a+red+square%2C+we+can+make+Quebec+one+of+the+nations+where+education+is+the+most+affordable+on+the+world%2C%E2%80%9D+said+Bureau-Blouin%2C+flanked+by+PQ+Leader+Pauline+Marois.&source=National+Post
http://news.nationalpost.com/email-form/?email-post=197638
http://www.tumblr.com/share/link?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.nationalpost.com%2F2012%2F07%2F25%2Fno-red-square-for-former-quebec-student-leader-leo-bureau-blouin-in-debut-pq-news-conference%2F&name=No+red+square+for+former+Quebec+student+leader+Leo+Bureau-Blouin+in+debut+PQ+news+conference&description=%E2%80%9CI+think+everyone+knows+my+position+on+tuition+fees....I+think+that+with+or+without+a+red+square%2C+we+can+make+Quebec+one+of+the+nations+where+education+is+the+most+affordable+on+the+world%2C%E2%80%9D+said+Bureau-Blouin%2C+flanked+by+PQ+Leader+Pauline+Marois.
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.nationalpost.com%2F2012%2F07%2F25%2Fno-red-square-for-former-quebec-student-leader-leo-bureau-blouin-in-debut-pq-news-conference%2F&media=
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.nationalpost.com%2F2012%2F07%2F25%2Fno-red-square-for-former-quebec-student-leader-leo-bureau-blouin-in-debut-pq-news-conference%2F&title=No+red+square+for+former+Quebec+student+leader+Leo+Bureau-Blouin+in+debut+PQ+news+conference
http://digg.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.nationalpost.com%2F2012%2F07%2F25%2Fno-red-square-for-former-quebec-student-leader-leo-bureau-blouin-in-debut-pq-news-conference%2F&title=No+red+square+for+former+Quebec+student+leader+Leo+Bureau-Blouin+in+debut+PQ+news+conference
http://www.fark.com/cgi/farkit.pl?u=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.nationalpost.com%2F2012%2F07%2F25%2Fno-red-square-for-former-quebec-student-leader-leo-bureau-blouin-in-debut-pq-news-conference%2F&h=No+red+square+for+former+Quebec+student+leader+Leo+Bureau-Blouin+in+debut+PQ+news+conference
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fnews.nationalpost.com%2F2012%2F07%2F25%2Fno-red-square-for-former-quebec-student-leader-leo-bureau-blouin-in-debut-pq-news-conference%2F&title=No+red+square+for+former+Quebec+student+leader+Leo+Bureau-Blouin+in+debut+PQ+news+conference
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/no-chief-complaint-idle-no-mores-vague-demands-butting-up-against-pms-pragmatism/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/no-chief-complaint-idle-no-mores-vague-demands-butting-up-against-pms-pragmatism/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/olivia-chow-ramsay-hunt-syndrome-2013/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/olivia-chow-ramsay-hunt-syndrome-2013/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/back-from-the-brink-the-united-states-fiscal-situation-in-2013/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/back-from-the-brink-the-united-states-fiscal-situation-in-2013/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/05/powerful-alaska-earthquake-sparks-brief-tsunami-warning-for-b-c-coast/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/05/powerful-alaska-earthquake-sparks-brief-tsunami-warning-for-b-c-coast/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/05/as-firearms-control-push-grows-in-wake-of-newtown-shooting-some-u-s-gun-shows-cancelled-or-toned-down/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/05/as-firearms-control-push-grows-in-wake-of-newtown-shooting-some-u-s-gun-shows-cancelled-or-toned-down/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/rush-limbaugh-calls-al-gore-a-hypocrite-conservatives-rally-against-former-vice-president-after-500m-sale-to-al-jazeera/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/rush-limbaugh-calls-al-gore-a-hypocrite-conservatives-rally-against-former-vice-president-after-500m-sale-to-al-jazeera/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/ndp-riding-high-but-could-be-knocked-off-course-by-trudeau-poll/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/ndp-riding-high-but-could-be-knocked-off-course-by-trudeau-poll/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/espionage-canadian-style-canadas-biggest-spy-case-since-the-cold-war-not-the-stuff-of-james-bond-movies/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/espionage-canadian-style-canadas-biggest-spy-case-since-the-cold-war-not-the-stuff-of-james-bond-movies/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/05/parliament-hills-cat-sanctuary-disbands-after-more-than-fifty-years/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/05/parliament-hills-cat-sanctuary-disbands-after-more-than-fifty-years/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/detention-is-over-schools-increasingly-substituting-discussion-for-by-the-book-discipline/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/detention-is-over-schools-increasingly-substituting-discussion-for-by-the-book-discipline/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/dear-diary-putins-hankerin-for-some-domestic-affairs/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/dear-diary-putins-hankerin-for-some-domestic-affairs/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/03/craig-jaret-hutchinson-loses-sexual-assault-appeal/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/03/craig-jaret-hutchinson-loses-sexual-assault-appeal/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/harper-agrees-to-meet-with-first-nations-leaders-after-weeks-of-protests/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/harper-agrees-to-meet-with-first-nations-leaders-after-weeks-of-protests/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/disappointed-by-lack-of-progress-in-haiti-canada-freezes-aid-funding-for-new-projects-fantino/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/disappointed-by-lack-of-progress-in-haiti-canada-freezes-aid-funding-for-new-projects-fantino/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/05/lotto-max-numbers-for-friday-january-4-2013/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2012/12/05/graphic-stopping-the-dead-a-statistical-look-back-at-the-walking-dead-series-so-far/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/even-animals-dont-behave-like-that-india-gang-rape-victims-friend-recalls-apathy-of-police-public-after-deadly-attack/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/even-animals-dont-behave-like-that-india-gang-rape-victims-friend-recalls-apathy-of-police-public-after-deadly-attack/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/one-more-week-of-hunger-spence-vows-to-continue-strike-until-meeting-with-pm-next-friday/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/one-more-week-of-hunger-spence-vows-to-continue-strike-until-meeting-with-pm-next-friday/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/03/eric-brossier-trades-brie-and-baguettes-for-a-cozy-nook-in-the-canadian-arctic/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/03/eric-brossier-trades-brie-and-baguettes-for-a-cozy-nook-in-the-canadian-arctic/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/the-dumbest-way-to-do-it-metrolinx-proposal-to-extend-eglinton-lrt-underground-comes-under-fire/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/the-dumbest-way-to-do-it-metrolinx-proposal-to-extend-eglinton-lrt-underground-comes-under-fire/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/crew-heads-to-burma-to-search-for-buried-stash-of-pristine-second-world-war-era-british-spitfires/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/crew-heads-to-burma-to-search-for-buried-stash-of-pristine-second-world-war-era-british-spitfires/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/the-new-normal-fiscal-cliff-fight-was-likely-just-a-warm-up-act-for-2013/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/the-new-normal-fiscal-cliff-fight-was-likely-just-a-warm-up-act-for-2013/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/first-man-on-canadas-no-fly-list-denied-legal-funding-for-court-fight/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/first-man-on-canadas-no-fly-list-denied-legal-funding-for-court-fight/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/05/jose-canseco-says-hed-be-glad-to-replace-rob-ford-as-torontos-mayor-but-what-would-his-platform-look-like/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/05/jose-canseco-says-hed-be-glad-to-replace-rob-ford-as-torontos-mayor-but-what-would-his-platform-look-like/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/01/russias-latest-problem-where-does-one-buy-beer/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/01/russias-latest-problem-where-does-one-buy-beer/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/potential-challengers-circling-as-rob-ford-heads-to-court-again-to-see-if-he-can-remain-mayor/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/potential-challengers-circling-as-rob-ford-heads-to-court-again-to-see-if-he-can-remain-mayor/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/another-calgary-dog-attack-hurts-two-people-seriously-injures-canine/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/another-calgary-dog-attack-hurts-two-people-seriously-injures-canine/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/03/domestic-extremists-commit-more-terrorist-acts-in-canada-than-islamists-report/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/03/domestic-extremists-commit-more-terrorist-acts-in-canada-than-islamists-report/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2012/08/03/the-clock-is-ticking-megathrust-west-coast-earthquake-could-resemble-japans-studies-say/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2012/08/03/the-clock-is-ticking-megathrust-west-coast-earthquake-could-resemble-japans-studies-say/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/dog-rescue-owner-wanted-by-police-for-allegedly-choking-dog-to-death-turns-herself-in/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/dog-rescue-owner-wanted-by-police-for-allegedly-choking-dog-to-death-turns-herself-in/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/orders-flooding-in-for-child-sized-body-armour-in-wake-of-newtown-massacre/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/orders-flooding-in-for-child-sized-body-armour-in-wake-of-newtown-massacre/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/father-of-colorado-theatre-shooting-victim-says-hell-attend-re-opening-after-others-reject-disgusting-offer/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/father-of-colorado-theatre-shooting-victim-says-hell-attend-re-opening-after-others-reject-disgusting-offer/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/halton-police-charge-man-with-drunk-driving-allege-his-blood-alcohol-level-was-0-4-five-times-the-legal-limit/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/02/col-chris-hadfields-photos-of-canada-from-the-space-station/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/02/col-chris-hadfields-photos-of-canada-from-the-space-station/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/former-toronto-drug-squad-officers-sentenced-to-45-days-of-house-arrest/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/former-toronto-drug-squad-officers-sentenced-to-45-days-of-house-arrest/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/02/if-i-have-to-wear-shoes-i-suffer-montreal-resident-discusses-the-perks-and-pitfalls-of-going-barefoot-full-time/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/02/if-i-have-to-wear-shoes-i-suffer-montreal-resident-discusses-the-perks-and-pitfalls-of-going-barefoot-full-time/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/03/u-s-tested-top-secret-tsunami-bomb-to-flood-costal-cities/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/03/u-s-tested-top-secret-tsunami-bomb-to-flood-costal-cities/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/let-ontario-teachers-resume-extracurricular-activities-mcguinty-to-unions/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/let-ontario-teachers-resume-extracurricular-activities-mcguinty-to-unions/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/theresa-spence-hunger-strike/
http://news.nationalpost.com/2013/01/04/theresa-spence-hunger-strike/
http://news.nationalpost.com/category/news/canada/
http://news.nationalpost.com/category/news/canada/canadian-politics/
http://news.nationalpost.com/category/news/
http://news.nationalpost.com/tag/parti-quebecois/
http://news.nationalpost.com/tag/pq/
http://news.nationalpost.com/tag/quebec/

a news conference in Laval, Que., Wednesday, July 25, 2012. Bureau-Blouin confirmed that he's running for
the Parti Quebecois. Read more on National Post [...]

http://www.bcteachersstrike.com/back-to-school-for-striking-quebec-students-but-not-back-to-democracy/ Back to
School for Striking Quebec Students — But Not Back to Democracy | BC Teachers Strike

[...] announcing his candidacy, Bureau-Blouin made a point of saying that he hoped to represent all the
voters in his riding. Nice. This would be nice, too: students having a greater influence in the actions of their

student [...]
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