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Council passes motion to silence dissent 

Opposition walks out claiming violation of free speech 

By Giuseppe Valiante 

The Concordia Student Union Council of Representatives may no longer be hounded by accusations 

of electoral fraud and corruption—not because facts have emerged to exonerate the accused—but 

because a vote passed at the Dec. 7 special meeting, banned any further debate on the subject 

whatsoever.  

 

The secret-ballot vote presented by Zach Battat, a councillor affiliated with the Unity party, and the 

members of the CSU executive, proceeded smoothly—after all opposition councillors on the Go party 

stormed out of the room in protest.  

 

“The fact that we are no longer allowed to address a particular issue, to me, is a violation of freedom 

of speech,” said Go councillor Matthew Forget on the phone after the holiday break.  

 

What remained of council after discussion broke down voted that “no further motions or items of 

discussion be accepted for consideration by council or placed on any meeting agendas on any issues 

relating to the CSU’s 2007 general elections or the status of any current sitting members of council.”  
 

The vote is the latest in an ongoing dispute that grew out of a special council meeting in the summer, 

in which four councillors voted to overturn a Judicial Board ruling to disqualify newly elected 

councillors Steven Rosenshein and David Kogut for purposely running for the wrong faculty in order 

to win their seats in the last general election.  

 

The situation was compounded when the minutes of the special meeting of April 26 disappeared after 

being stamped with approval at yet another special council meeting on May 30—the final meeting of 

council before the summer break. The executive branch of the student union, including the president 

Angelica Novoa, has claimed since June that the minutes were either “lost” or “stolen.” Since the 

disappearance of the minutes, no one has been able to review the merits of the controversial decision 

to overthrow the Judicial Board’s ruling.  

 

 

 

Councillor Battat presented the missing minutes at the Dec. 7 meeting, to the bewilderment of 

members of the Go party, claiming he got them from 2006/07 councillor Mitch Kahan, who 

graduated from Concordia last year and now lives in Ottawa.  

 

Kahan did not return email requests for an interview and Battat refused to participate in a phone 

interview with The Link. In an email, Battat said The Link has a reputation this year for “misquoting 

people and taking things completely out of context.”  
 

The minutes state that the secretary at the contentious special meeting was the current president of 

the CSU, Novoa. Since June, she had not revealed she was the secretary of the meeting.  

 

“I did take the minutes, that was me filling in because we had no secretary at the moment,” Novoa 

said Sunday night. She said she doesn’t remember if she took the minutes on her computer or 

someone else’s and doesn’t know where the minutes went after the May 30 meeting, but does 

remember them clearly.  

 

According to the documents Battat claims are the genuine April 26 minutes, four councillors decided 

the fate of Rosenshein and Kogut: Leah Del Vecchio, who is currently vice-president student life of 

the CSU, current Unity councillor Brian Chungwing, former 2005/06 CSU president Mohamed 

Shuriye, who also the coordinator of the Concordia Sustainable Action Fund—and did not return The 

Link’s requests for an interview—and Kahan. Four members of council were deemed an acceptable 

number for quorum due to a rash of dropouts and expulsions.  

 

Former councillor Nick Blesser was one of two councillors to sign an affidavit that said not all the 

councillors at the time were notified before the special meeting. “I think there was no other reason 

than mal-intent for why I wasn’t invited to the meeting [where the JB decision was overturned],” he 

said.  

 

“My gut feeling is telling me that those minutes are completely altered.”  

—Former 2006/07 CSU councilor Nick Blesser.  
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Blesser was one of the most active councillors last year. He claims he wasn’t invited to the meeting 

because it was believed he would ask a lot of questions. “The JB decision is sound,” Blesser said. 

“There is no reason to overturn the JB decision other than [Rosenshein] wanted to be in council.”  
 

Blesser said something was “sketchy” about the documents provided by Battat—specifically the May 

30 meeting minutes, which said he had voted for the approval of the April 26 minutes.  

 

“My gut feeling is telling me that those minutes are completely altered,” he said in a phone interview. 

“I really, really can’t see how I would have approved minutes for a meeting that I didn’t know took 

place—especially minutes that I didn’t have in front of me.”  
 

Chungwing did not return The Link’s requests for an interview. Del Vecchio is the only councillor 

out of the four in attendance who agreed to go on record.  

 

She said the judicial board at the time acted irresponsibly.  

 

“It didn’t seem like they had what they needed to make the decision,” she said. Del Vecchio said her 

and the other councillors at the meeting thought the Judicial Board’s rulings were illegal, because of 

the wording of the JB decision seemed to offer, without election, a council seat to Ethan Cox, the 

candidate who lost to Rosenshein and Kogut.  

 

“[The] Judicial Board should have made more of an effort to make their decision clear,” she said. But 

she admits though, no members of the JB were invited to the special meeting to explain their 

decision.  

 

The current chair of JB, Tristan Teixeira, laughed when he was asked to respond to Del Vecchio’s 

statement.  

 

“Absolutely not did it cross our minds for one second that we were ever going to give Ethan Cox a 

seat on council,” he said. “He was never close to getting a seat on council—not from us anyway.”  
 

Moreover, Teixeira confirmed no one on the JB at the time was asked to explain their decision, and 

furthermore, they only found out about the reversal in an interview with a Link journalist last 

summer.  

 

Forget and other Go councillors have not ruled out contesting the motion to ban debate through the 

Judicial Board. Article 9.2, paragraph A of the CSU bylaws state the Judicial Board may “Interpret 

these bylaws and the validity of regulations and resolutions enacted by the Council of 

Representatives.”  
 

The next council meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, Jan. 9. At 6:30 p.m. at the Loyola 

campus, room AD-308.  

To discuss this article, please visit our forum 
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